2010 AARP TAX-AIDE CERTIFICATION TEST

Bob Eslinger – rob.esl@cox.net
Background – There has been discussion on how the 2010 certification test should be completed.  In the past an alternate answer sheet was prepared by some areas for completing the test using the previous year software.  It doesn’t appear that this would be a good approach this year since Practice Lab will be available and there are only a few areas where TW10 would be needed.  These areas can be easily identified and a work around can be determined if access to Practice Lab or TW10 is not possible.

Recommended Certification Approach - It is recommended that returning counselors take the test on Link & Learn (L&L) using 2010 Practice Lab or TW10 where return preparation is needed.  Once a successful grades has been obtained, print the volunteer agreement, sign it and provide to the instructor.  New counselors will need to use the Form 6744, Volunteer Test/Retest using 2010 Practice Lab where return preparation is needed.  The answer sheet should be filled out and provided to the instructor for grading along with a completed Volunteer Agreement Form 13615.

Alternate Approach - If it is not possible to access Practice Lab or TW10 is not available in Desktop or TWO, then the following procedure will allow using TW09 to prepare returns by making overrides in some cases or use tax year 2010 forms.

Basic

Scenario 6 – TW09 can be used to answer the questions.

Scenario 7 – A return can be prepared using TW09 but the HH standard deduction will have to be changed by overriding the TW09 value.  Since the $2400 unemployment credit has been deleted in 2010, this credit will have to be overridden.  And, the EIC will have to be looked up in the EIC table.

Scenario 8 – This is a QR return and any questions requiring return preparation can be accomplished using TW09.

Intermediate

Scenario 3 – A return can be prepared using TW09 but the 2010 Form 8863, Education Credit, will need to be used along with the 2010 Form 5405 for repayment of the home buyers credit.

Scenario 4 –TW09 can be used to answer the questions.

Advanced
Scenario 4 – TW09 can be used to answer the questions but be careful to get the correct ages for answering questions on the 1099R Simplified General Rule. 

Conclusion – It is possible to use TW09 to support answering test questions with just a few overrides and/or 2010 forms as indicated.

